264

and seventy thousand men lie conquered the entire East
and West, but was at last compelled to leave the dominion
of the world to others, and could, of all the treasures which
he had acquired, at last take nothing with him except a
few yards of cloth. e Every age hath its book [of revela-
tion]. Allah shall abolish and shall confirm [what he
pleaseth]. With Him is the original of the book.'

It is related in the Grhoniah that there is a difference of
opinion concerning the name of Eskandar. Some assert
that he was called Zulqarneen [two-horned] because he was
a prophet sent to a nation, but that he was accused of
falsehood, struck upon one of the horns [i.e., temples] of his
head and slain; that, however, God resuscitated him, and
he was surnamed Zulqarneen ; and this tradition is ascribed
to AIL It is also said that he was thus called because
God had sent him to one section of a nation which accused
him of falsehood, but was destroyed by God, who then
despatched him to another section. Some assert that he
had been surnamed Zulqarneen because the temporal sides
of his head were of copper, but according to others of brass,
or iron, or gold. God, however, is most wise! Wuhub Bin
Muniah states that he was called Zulqarneeu because he
possessed Persia and Rum; it is also said because he
reached the horns [i.e, extremities] of the world, namely,
in the East and the West. It is also related that he had
dreamt of having taken hold of the horns [i.e., both sides]
of the sun, and that, having asked interpreters, they in-
formed him of his going to become the lord of the whole
earth. It is also said that he had two protuberances on
his head, which were called horns. Here ends the quota-
tion from the Ghoniah. Others maintain that he was called
Zulqarneen because he reigned sixty years, which make
two generations. Others insist that he was called thus
because he had two long ears. There are yet other
opinions, which [if inserted] would only carry this dis-
cussion to an undue length.